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The season of Lent always brings to the forefront of my mind the great questions in
life.  For me, those questions are:

What is it that God would have me do?
What is my purpose in life?
How do I serve God? 
How do I fully love the Lord my God with all my heart and with all my soul

and with all my mind? (Matthew 22:37)

I first became familiar with the "The Franciscan Benediction" at Lakeside one Sunday
morning in worship.  It is a prayer I use often to help guide me in loving God by
loving and serving God by serving:

“May God bless you with discomfort
At easy answers, half4truths and superficial relationships
So that you may live deep within your heart.
May God bless you with anger
At injustice, oppression and exploitation of people, 
So that you may work for justice, freedom and peace.
May God bless you with tears
To shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger and war
So that you may reach out your hand to comfort them
And turn their pain into joy.
And may God bless you with enough foolishness
To believe that you can make a difference in this world
So that you can do what others claim cannot be done
To bring justice and kindness to all our children and the poor.
Amen”

If I have even one small opportunity to make a difference, then 
His vision did become my vision. Thanks be to God!



Prayer:Prayer:Prayer:Prayer:

Lord God, you who breathed the spirit of life within me. 
 Draw out of me the light and life you created. 
 Help me to find my way back to you. 
 Help me to use my life to reflect your glory 
 and to serve others as your son Jesus did.  
May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil 
 and bring us to everlasting life.  Amen.

Genesis 9:8417Genesis 9:8417Genesis 9:8417Genesis 9:8417

 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my
covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature
that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with
you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never
again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there
be a flood to destroy the earth.”God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make
between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future
generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant
between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen
in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every
living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to
destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on
the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

Mark 1:9415Mark 1:9415Mark 1:9415Mark 1:9415

 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’”

 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the
wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and
the angels waited on him. 

 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;
repent, and believe in the good news.”


